CHAPTER II

Intelligence and Intelligence Testing
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What is intelligence? What is an LQ.y and how is it meas-
ured? Do intelligence tests give a real index of a person's
mentality? Where are intelligence tests used? What are their
drawbacks? Does intelligence change with age? Can adults
' learn as quickly as children? Is intelligence mainly inherited,
or can it be changed materially by environment?

A

T SCHOOL or at our work most of us take at least one intelli-
gence test. The test reveals something about our capacity to
learn, our adaptability, retentiveness, and ability to apply knowl-
edge in solving problems. Intelligence is not identical with book
learning, yet most educated men and women are intelligent,
TSteiUgence is not a guarantee of success, but unsuccessful per-
sons often are unintelligent.
To a psychologist the word "intelligence" has a somewhat
different meaning from that given it in general usage. Until the
nineteenth century "intelligent" and "intellectual" were used
almost interchangeably, and both referred to the ability of human